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A WORD FROM THE MINISTER

Hello Everyone,
As we move into Spring, all be it with webbed feet!, we are looking
around the countryside and the lambs are appearing in the fields,
calves are also being born, and once again we are reminded that
seasons come and go with the expected regularity. But we are also
reminded that things can change too.
How many of us regularly say “ Springtime was never this wet when I
was a child.” And it certainly has been a very wet start to the Spring,
and stormy too. Hopefully it will indeed begin to dry up and let the
sunshine through to dry the ground and heat the air, and we will all
begin to feel lifted and invigorated.
The Church is going through many changes just now, difficult changes.
Not just our own church in Dalbeattie, but the Church as a whole.
People are not training for ministry in the numbers they once did.
Ministers are retiring and no one to take their place. It is a struggle to
fill vacant charges and ministers in charges are being asked to take on
additional parishes.
Congregations are getting smaller and we are now into a third
generation of non-believers and church goers. How do we reach out to
them?
How do we share the love of God with those who will not hear it?
We don’t talk, we use actions.
A smile and a friendly word to the lonely, a cup of tea with someone
who hasn’t been able to get out and about. A mother struggling with
her children, an offer of help to her might just be enough to realise

that the following of Christ is not all about singing hymns and sitting in
church.
Small acts of kindness, given with genuine interest and concern, not for
acknowledgement, are the way we need to go.
Jesus reached out to the lonely, the sick, the unloved, the scorned and
the undesirable. Spring time signals new life, new ways, so let us be
more like Jesus and follow Him with New Ways, New Life and more
kindness and love to share.
Especially at this time when everyone is worried about Corona Virus
when we have to be so careful, can you do a kindness for an elderly
neighbour, or a struggling mother, a lonely person.?
Until next time, reach out, you just never know how much help it can
be.
Stay safe, stay warm and walk with the Lord.
Fiona

** COMMUNION IN MAY IS CANCELLED

**

There will be no Communion Service in May,
due to the issues regarding the spread of
Coronavirus COVD 19. Please everyone, stay
safe and well.

A WORD FROM THE MANSE FAMILY
Hello there everybody,
Now where can I start with our news, sadly our Big Furry Friend Thor
took ill one night and mum took him to the vet but he died when he
got there. He was only 5 so just a baby really. We have been very sad
but we are getting better now.
Thor was the noisy one, he barked a lot so its been very quiet in Mill
Street. However, it is nice that people still stop and talk to us, Major
and I love everybody.
Mum Fiona, says we have been very cuddly since Thor went away, but
we do love her and dad Richard and cuddles are good. Sausages are
better though!!!
We had a lovely Christmas with Bailey, Emily, Finlay and Danny and
they brought Chip and Allie too, then Kenneth came with Fallen so
there was a lot of people here for Christmas. It was great fun, and lots
of left over turkey!! Yum yum.
Last week mum went away for the day with Rory, oh I love Rory but
tend to squash him a bit, and when she came home she had 2 very
very furry babies. Diesel and Digger, they have sharp teeth but they are
fine, I will tolerate them.
So there are four of us fur babies now and we all love people, so please
remember to say Hello on your way past, and we don’t refuse a biscuit
either.
Love and many woofs for now,
Clumsy, Major (Digger and Diesel, they are too small to write just
now). Xx

Well Hello Everyone,
Its Bonnie here, I hope you are all keeping dry after all this rain we
have had this spring, by good luck we have some lovely land to graze
on and lots of shelter so we can keep hidden from the wind and also
find nice dry places to lie.
Springtime in the herd is exciting as the new babies begin to arrive, at
the moment we only have one tiny fluffy one, but the rest will soon
follow, including me.
Poppet, one of our older cows is in the shed as she has had a wee
‘woman’s problem’ so she is being pampered in the shed until her
baby arrives. She is getting on now and deserves a bit of spoiling.
Rory is also in the shed; he is getting very big now and is in the shed in
case he does something naughty with his half-sisters! But he is loving
all the attention as Fiona goes and gives him a brush and comb to keep
him handsome.
We had a great treat recently when we got our feet all trimmed and
ready for the new season, there is something nice about a bit of
podiatry don’t you think.
We still get a lot of people wandering along the coastal path and do
you know, we are so gorgeous that the camera’s always come out. We
do our best to smile but we aren’t very good at it!
Richard has had a new knee so he hasn’t been out and about much
recently, but he is getting there, we have a new friend feeding us just
now.
I will go just now, there are people walking and I need to let them
know I’m here for a photo
Moo for now Bonnie and the Herd.

SESSION CLERK
We have a nice bright newly painted Church. Thanks to
S.W.E.A.T. for the grant they gave us, and to the Guild and
various members of the congregation who gave us donations.
Thanks also to Roger Farries who had the difficult job of coordinating it all. Also thanks to the Fellowship Group who paid
for the cleaning of the Church, a job we did not relish doing.
Thanks also go to the Fellowship Group who are paying for
replacing the carpet at the rear of the Church and the pulpit as
both are threadbare. I would also like to thank everyone who has
donated the wonderful total of £321 to the Moderator's charity,
Alzheimers.
We encourage all members, young people and new people in the
town to come along and worship with us on a Sunday morning at
11.00am, in the future when the Coronavirus restrictions are
lifted, and then to join us in the Church Centre for tea, coffee or
juice and biscuits. We are very sorry that our Church Services
and meetings are suspended just now but we are hoping
everyone will come on a Sunday when this dreadful time is over.
In the meantime please all stay safe and well.

Lilly Stevenson,
Session Clerk.

DOOR DUTIES 11.00am SERVICE
May 2020 to October 2020

May

R. Cathro

M. Copp

A. Kalotka

G. Cathro

June

F. Sanderson*

E. McCall

C. Sanderson

C. McCall

July

L. Stevenson*

D. Murray

S. Scott

C. Cloy

August

S. Farries*

M. Adams

R. Farries

N. Kennedy

September

G. Crawford*

A. Howie

L. Murray

P. Allison

October

M. McMickan*

H. Lunn

S. Parker

I McMickan.

If any Elder is unavailable for the above dates please arrange a substitute
and advise Lilly Stevenson Session Clerk Telephone No. 610131
*Monthly Banking
All elders should please assist with distribution of flowers.

FELLOWSHIP GROUP
We have had CIARA then DENNIS and as I write we are being warned about
Storm JORGE. (It should have been ELLEN but the Spaniards named it
first). Whatever the winter throws at you we hope that you and yours and your
homes come out the other side ‘a’ okay. Our thoughts and prayers go out to
those unfortunates who have suffered, and are still suffering, from the ferocity
of the storms and subsequent destructive flooding. May they receive all the
help and assistance, physical, mental and financial, they require to restore their
lives and homes.
FUNDRAISING: Once again with your marvellous support, we had a very
successful Christmas Sale and Coffee Morning in November, raising the sum of
£1,400.67p. Our group work very hard to produce items which we hope will
appeal, and the above total proved us right.
Thank you ladies of the Group, thank you supporters for your loyalty, and last but
by no means least, thanks to our ‘band of helpers’ who work their socks off and
enjoy doing so.
EXPENDITURE: £755.13p. Our main financial outlay in 2019 was the deep
cleaning of the Church after redecoration which was surprisingly low at £360,
the next was Abbas Rest Orphanages to which we donated £250, the remainder
was spent on craft items, camouflage net for the revamped poppy fall for
Remembrance Sunday, petrol for the mower, items for the kitchen and a
gratuity. Regarding the donation to ARO. I had an email from the treasurer,
who had just returned home from a meeting where they had been discussing a
project in Malawi which would require £1000, money which they did not
have. Upon closing the meeting, they agreed that the Lord would provide. The
first thing she did was to open her emails, and there was our offer
of £250. Food for thought? I leave it with you.
It would be very nice indeed to see you some Thursday morning, if you are at a
loose end, Church Centre, between 10am and 12noon. You don’t have to knit or
be ‘crafty’, just come along for cuppa, a natter and a laugh - we are good at that you will be made very welcome.
Yours in Fellowship, Helen Lunn, Tel. 611197.

CHURCHES TOGETHER
There have been two main events under the “ Dalbeattie Churches Together”
banner since the last edition of the magazine. The ﬁrst of these was the Lantern
Walk which took place in Dalbeattie Town Wood on Sunday16 December. About
150 gathered as dusk fell and followed the lighted trail to the gathering point in
the woods where a short carol service was held before completing the circuit
back to the car park. Here, members of the Galloway Christian Centre had laid on
refreshments and festive fare, the enjoyment of which was a little hampered by
the rain which had accompanied the second part of the walk. An atmospheric,
convivial evening of united worship. The second coming together of the
churches this year took place on the afternoon of Sunday 9 February in the
Lesser Town Hall and, in anticipation of St. Valentine’s Day, took as its theme the
Celebration of Christian Love. There were 60 in attendance with all local clergy
contributing to the service, the centre-piece of which was a reﬂection by Rev.
Oonagh Dee on the unconditional love which lies at the heart of the story of the
Prodigal Son. The organising group behind Churches Together took the decision
at the start of this calendar year to discontinue the programme of monthly
Sunday evening services. This was done partly in recognition of the disincentives
which exist in the prospect of coming out on a winter’s evening but also partly on
the grounds that, over the past two years, these services have fulﬁlled their
objective of bringing people of all denominations together in different settings
and in differing forms of worship. The alternative approach will be to organise
four joint services over the course of the year timed to celebrate the changing of
the seasons. Keep at least one ear open for the intimation of these and at least
one eye open for the published notices.
Fraser Sanderson
FOOD BANK
It has been suggested that during these times of Coronavirus restrictions, the
Food Bank is in particular need. Ideally, we would like to avoid supplies from our
Church to stop. Therefore, it is being investigated whether the Church can be
opened at set times in the week for people to drop off donations and for elders
to uplift and transport them to Dumfries. At the time of writing, prior to going to
print, it is not confirmed that this arrangement will happen but if it does there
will be an accompanying information slip with this magazine when it comes
through your door. Please do keep an eye out for it!

CHURCH SOCIAL GROUP
The Church Social Group has had a good year with regular attendance
of over twenty members, plus some very welcome visitors.
We have managed to run with a small committee, and have enjoyed a
varied programme, highlight of which was Margaret Adams’ illustrated
talk on her Indian holiday, with five visitors in attendance.
Ian McMickan very kindly stepped into the breech when one speaker
could not come, with a very interesting talk on the Scots connection
with America. Thank you again, Ian.
We now have a ‘Taste and Try’ afternoon when members are asked to
bring a sample of a favourite recipe, together with copies of the recipe.
And we look forward to our entertainment by Hilary and Douglas
Irving.
The simplified version of The Guild has worked very well, with no-one
left to feel overburdened with work.
We look forward to our 2020/2021 session, starting in October.
Pauline Allison, Secretary

FUNDRAISING GROUP NEWS

The Winter Concert held in December raised £281. The Fundraising
Group were disappointed with the lack of support from the
congregation, however we have noted that there is a understandable
reluctance to come out on a winter’s night. We will bear this in mind
when organising future events.
We are no longer going ahead with the Spring Coffee Morning on
Saturday April 18th in the Church Centre due to Coronavirus
restrictions. Hopefully in the future, we will re-schedule this event and
have the usual stalls and will be asking for donations of home baking,
raffle prizes and bottles for the Tombola.
Provided Coronavirus restrictions do not still apply, we are having
another Pop-up Shop from Thursday July 30th until Saturday August 1st
in the Jas. P. Wilson shop in Maxwell Street. This has proved very
successful in past years so we are hoping for a good response. Please
bear this in mind when you are sorting cupboards, Spring-cleaning or
decluttering! The shop will be open on Wednesday July 29th for
dropping off donated items. Nearer the time we will be asking for
volunteers to help man the shop for 2 hours at a time.
Another event under consideration is an Autumn Supper during which
we would have a Silent Auction.
The Fundraising Group would appreciate any comments on these
events. We would be relying on support from the congregation to
make them a success.
Morag McMickan

An enjoyable concert evening took place in
December 2019. The Winter Concert raised £281.

The Fellowship Group members and their supporters had
had a lovely get together in January in the Kings Arms,
Dalbeattie.

FABRIC REPORT

Painting of the Inner Walls of the Church
The painting of the wall of the church was quite an operation. The
biggest job was getting scaffolding in place so that the painter
could reach all parts of the walls. All the scaffolding had to be
carried in by hand.
The arch way above the chancel was very difficult to reach and
needed four levels of scaffold to reach the top and also had to be
wide enough to reach under the arch. The scaffolding had then to
be dismantled and taken out by hand.
We were pleased to have all the work completed and the church
cleaned ready for Christmas decorations.
Roger Farries, Fabric Convener

Gift Aid is good news for the Church:






It increases our giving by 25%
No minimum contribution is required
No particular amount has to be promised
There is no fixed term during which contributions must be made
Tax may be recovered retrospectively.

All that is required is that the donor must pay UK income tax or capital gains
tax, at any rate, at least equal to the amount of tax being reclaimed, and give
their offering or donation through offering envelopes or by bank standing
order or by cheque to establish the necessary audit trail.
Donors must also sign a Gift Aid declaration form, which gives the name of
the congregation and the donor’s name and address (including postcode).
The easiest way for the Church to increase funds is through Gift Aid. If you
give £1.00, the Church receives 25p. Many people give through Bank
Standing Orders that can either be monthly, quarterly or annually. You can
also change the regular amount you are giving. Last year Dalbeattie &
Kirkgunzeon Church were able to claim back £ 7234 which is a great help
towards much needed funds.
Please get in touch if you would like a Gift Aid declaration form and whether
you would prefer to donate using Gift Aid envelopes, bank standing order, or
cheque. I can also give you a form for arranging a standing order with your
bank. Both forms can now be downloaded from the website at:
www.dalbeattiechurch.co.uk or www.kirkgunzeonchurch.co.uk
It really will make a difference.
Sheila Farries
Tel: 01387 760259, E-mail: sfarries@btinternet.com

Freewill Donations
If you would like to make regular donations to the
Church but do not pay tax you can either use Freewill
envelopes or donate through your bank as a standing
order. Contact me if you would like more information.
Sheila Farries, Tel: 01387 760259
e-mail: sfarries@btinternet.com

Have you looked at the website recently for information, news, diary entries,
photographs and Sunday intimations? There is also a Dalbeattie &
Kirkgunzeon Church Facebook page which can be looked at through this
website.
Visits to Dalbeattie, Kirkgunzeon and Urr come through to the one Dalbeattie
& Kirkgunzeon Parish Church website. I receive figures of visits to each name
and during February 2020 there were 1384 visits to Dalbeattie, 151 visits to
Kirkgunzeon and 159 to Urr.
www.dalbeattiechurch.co.uk www.kirkgunzeonchurch.co.uk
www.urrchurch.co.uk
If you have news or information that you think people would like to know
about, please contact me – Sheila Farries Tel: 01387 760259 or E-mail:
sfarries@btinternet.com

CHOIR NOTES
When I came to the Church Choir in the 1970s, there were over forty
members. Now, we are very much depleted but hopefully your ‘little’
choir can lead praise well on Sundays. We have been enjoying learning
new hymns, some being quite a challenge, but although it is nice to be
traditional, it is good to move forward.
The choir meets in the Church Centre (back hall) at 10am every Friday,
not just to sing but to socialise for a coffee afterwards. We would love
to welcome new people so please come along and join us.
Unfortunately, Liz Smith has left our ‘little band’ due to ill health. We
want to wish her well and thank her for many years singing and
fellowship.
Sheena Scott

_______________________________________________________

Contributed by one of our Members:
“May the sunshine of happiness always shine above you.
May the dove of peace rest over you and live in your home.
May the dense forest of love surround you all year round.” Anon

Unless a Seed falls …..
With eyes still wet with weeping
You say, “Worship Me!”
When my heart’s an open sore
And You say, “Praise My Name!”
Rejected and alone,
You whisper, “You are Mine!”
And then I know that I shall
never be the same.
You ask me to be kind to those who hurt me,
and simply love the ones
Who caused me pain.
“I did the same for you!”,
You sweetly whisper,
And I bow low and start
the journey once again.
Unless a seed agrees to die
and there lie buried,
broken by the earth
and torn apart,
‘til the sweetness at its heart
is loved and fed
and grows once more,
we will never see the beauty at its heart!
© Angie Taylor May 2018

CHRISTIAN AID NEWS
Once again in 2019 fundraising for Christian Aid focused on the Small
Change/ Big Difference Boxes, and the Christmas Jam Jar Appeal. This
seems to be a popular way for people to contribute easily to the work
of Christian Aid. The total amount raised through the jam jars this year
was £379.20. This was added to the total raised throughout the year
through the monthly teas/coffees, the Harvest Festival donations and
other donations including £100 from the Forget-Me-Not Group, and a
sum of £1151.10 was transferred this week to Christian Aid. Thank you
to everyone who contributed in any way to this splendid total.
For those of you who like to keep saving your small change
throughout the year there are Small Change, Big Difference Boxes
available at the rear of the church and on the tea/coffee tables
following morning worship on the third Sunday of each month.
Thank you for helping Christian Aid to carry on with its fight against
poverty and inequality.
Morag McMickan

____________________________________________________
LOST PROPERTY
11 garments, mainly children’s jackets, have been in residence in the
Church Centre for well over 6 months. If your son or daughter is a
member of any organisation that meets in the Church Centre and has
mislaid a jacket, please have a look through those hanging on the
clothing rack, as there is a possibility that it is there. The clothing, plus
2 umbrellas and a white baseball cap, if not claimed by the end of May,
will be removed and given to charity.
Thank you, Helen Lunn

Flower Calendar
April 2020- October 2020
Inside
APRIL
5th
12th
19th
26th
MAY
3rd
10h
17th
24th
31st
JUNE
7th
14th
21st
28th
JULY
5th
12th
19th
26th
AUGUST
2nd
9th
16th
23rd
30th
SEPTEMBER
6th
13th
20th
27th
OCTOBER
4th

Vestibule

Mrs C Pettigrew

Mrs R Little
EASTER- SHAW MEMORIAL

-

-

COMMUNION-Session Flowers
Mrs C Cloy
Mrs S Farries
Mrs M Niven
-

COMMUNION-Session Flowers
Mrs G McKinnel
Mrs F Sanderson
Miss H Lunn
-

Miss L Kelly
Mrs S Crawford
Mrs J Tweddle
Miss M Copp

Mrs D Caldow

Mrs M Rigby
Misses B & K Hagger

Mrs Y Gowans
Mrs B Chadwick

Mrs A Carson

Miss P Herbert

Mrs S McGowan
Rev F Wilson
Miss R Duguid Memorial
Mrs J Dunlop
Mrs J Burgess

Mrs C Pettigrew
Miss L Neill
Mrs D Murray
Mrs S Scott

Mrs McNay
Mrs J Carter
Mrs M Issitt
HARVEST

Mrs M McNay
Mrs Johnson
Mrs F Sanderson
HARVEST

Mrs J Dunlop

Miss H Lunn

Mrs N Harding

11th

-

18th

Mrs H Jardine

25th

Mrs J Caldow

Mrs J Tweddle
Mrs J Faulds

Mrs M Henderson
Mrs J Caldow

Inside

Vestibule

COMMUNION

Mrs M McVinnie

NOVEMBER
1st
8th

REMEMBRANCE

15th

Mrs S Howie

-

22nd

Mr W Wood

-

29th

Mrs C McCall

-

DECEMBER
6th

Christmas Decorations

13th

Christmas Decorations

20th

Christmas Decorations

27th

Christmas Decorations

JANUARY 2021
3rd

Christmas Decorations

10th
17th

Mrs M Mickan

Mrs D Murray

24th

-

Mrs Taylor

31st

-

Mrs L McFerran

FEBRUARY
7th

Mrs M Turnbull

Mrs C Harris

14th

Mrs S Telfer

Mrs M Adams

21st

Mrs J Dunlop

28th

Mrs A Dow

Mrs P Allison

Mrs L Smith

Mrs F McMillan

-

March
7th
14th

Fellowship Group

21st

Mrs L Neill

Mrs L Neill

28th

Mr G Lockhart

Mr G Lockhart

My sincere thanks to those members who arrange flowers and/or provide
flowers for each Sunday. They are also gratefully received, after the service,
by the housebound, bereaved and sick members of the congregation. Anyone
wishing to fill any of the vacant dates shown can either do so as a ‘one off’ or
as an annual ‘anniversary’ date. Please contact me. Advice and help provided
if required!
Thank you, Beryl Hagger, Flower Convenor, Tel 611614

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 2020
APR-JUN

PLEASE NOTE THAT CHOIR, FELLOWSHIP GROUP, MUSICAL MINDS
AND FORGET-ME-NOT CLUB ARE CANCELLED DUE TO CORONAVIRUS
COVID 19 RESTRICTIONS. DATES TO RESUME WILL BE CONFIRMED IN
DUE COURSE ONCE INFORMATION IS AVAILABLE. DATES BELOW ARE
SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

01 JUL TBC
06 JUL TBC

MUSICAL MINDS- CHURCH CENTRE 2-4pm
FORGET ME NOT CLUB 12.00-1.15pm

03 AUG

FORGET ME NOT CLUB 12.00-1.15pm

05 AUG

MUSICAL MINDS- CHURCH CENTRE 2-4pm

02 SEP

MUSICAL MINDS- CHURCH CENTRE 2-4pm

07 SEP

FORGET ME NOT CLUB 12.00-1.15pm

05 OCT

FORGET ME NOT CLUB 12.00-1.15pm

O7 OCT

MUSICAL MINDS- CHURCH CENTRE 2-4pm

14 OCT

SOCIAL GROUP 2-4pm

28 OCT

SOCIAL GROUP 2-4pm

02 NOV

FORGET ME NOT CLUB 12.00-1.15pm

04 NOV

MUSICAL MINDS- CHURCH CENTRE 2-4pm

11 NOV

SOCIAL GROUP 2-4pm

25 NOV

SOCIAL GROUP 2-4pm

02 DEC

MUSICAL MINDS- CHURCH CENTRE 2-4pm

07 DEC

FORGET ME NOT CLUB 12.00-1.15pm

09 DEC

SOCIAL GROUP 2-4pm

23 DEC

SOCIAL GROUP 2-4pm

EVERY
THURSDAY

Fellowship Group (except 2 weeks, Christmas and New Year) 10am12pm

EVERY
FRIDAY

Choir Practice 10am

NOTE THAT A SHORT SERVICE OF COMMUNION TAKES PLACE AFTER THE SERVICE
ON THE FIRST SUNDAY OF EACH MONTH.

CONTACTS
MINISTER
SESSION CLERK
TREASURER
GIFT AID, FREE WILL
& WEBSITE

REV FIONA WILSON
LILLY STEVENSON
SARAH SIMPSON
SHEILA FARRIES

610708
610131
612506
01387 760259

CHURCH OFFICERS

GORDON CATHRO
CHARLES CLOY
NORMAN KENNEDY
CARL McCALL

611422
610023
610655
611115

ROLL KEEPER
FABRIC CONVENER
ORGANIST
CHOIR
CHURCH SOCIAL GROUP
CHURCHES TOGETHER
TEA ROTA
FLOWERS
FELLOWSHIP GROUP
FORGET-ME-NOT GROUP
MUSICAL MINDS
HALL BOOKINGS
WORSHIP GROUP
CHURCH CLEANER
GRASS & GROUNDS
FLOWERS/TUBS
OUTSIDE BRASSES
CHRISTIAN AID
LIFE AND WORK
USED STAMPS
MAGAZINE

DORIS CLOY
ROGER FARRIES
RORY McLATCHIE
SHEENA SCOTT
PAULINE ALLISON
FRASER SANDERSON
MARGARET ADAMS
BERYL HAGGER
HELEN LUNN
HELEN LUNN
NORMAN KENNEDY
NORMAN KENNEDY
LILLY STEVENSON
EDIE RAIN
BILL MCCALL
HELEN LUNN
HELEN LUNN
MORAG McMICKAN
MORAG McMICKAN
MR & MRS JACK WALLACE
ALEX HOWIE

610023
01387 760259
612793
612938
610478
610083
611605
611614
611197
611197
610655
610655
610131
610096
610463
611197
611197
610390
610390
alexhowie@
hotmail.co.uk

The interior of the Church has now been newly painted.
Thanks go to S.W.E.A.T. for the grant they gave us, and
to the Guild and various members of the congregation
who gave us donations. See reports from Session Clerk
and Fabric Convener for full story.

